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In the literary revival of the eleventh century Psellus is
the outstanding figure. Philosophy is studied and Neopla-
tonism challenges the supremacy of Aristotle. Byzantine
mysticism reaches its height in the hymns of Simeon the
Young, and Anna Comnena, the Byzantine princess, writes
her history of her own times.
In a.d. 1204 the Fourth Crusade, by the capture and sack
of Constantinople, strikes the felon blow from which the
Empire never recovered. But some sixty years later, with the
restoration of a Greek sovereign to the city of Constantine,
literary activity revived and there follows the age of the
Byzantine encyclopaedists—scholars such as Nicephorus
Gregoras and Pachymeres. The continuity of tradition is
reasserted with renewed enthusiasm, and the legacy of the
past is studied afresh, though that study is not marked by
any outstanding originality.
Throughout the literary history of East Rome the centres
of production are the Court and the monastery. Popular
literature received little encouragement, and the centraliza-
tion of the Empire's life in the capital did not favour the
growth of any literary activity in the provincial cities. Thus
it is only from popular hagiography that we can hope to
recover in any detail the daily life of the middle classes or
that of the people. Byzantine literature is limited in its
interests. East Roman writers either hold official positions
or they are ecclesiastics, and many of the problems which
perplex a student must perforce remain unsolved. In the
present survey it will be unnecessary to consider technical
works such as the military handbooks, while there is little to
detain us in the fields of drama, of lyric poetry, or of secular
oratory. It will be best to select a comparatively few writers
as representatives of different types of literary composition:
a mere enumeration of names would be at once futile and
wearisome.
The main division is naturally into Prose and Poetry.
Prose may be subdivided into Theology; History and
Chronicles; Hagiography, Biography, Letters, and Funeral
Orations; the Novel; Satire and Miscellanea, Poetry into
Hymns; the Epigram; the solitary 'Drama', the Christus
patient\ Romantic and epic poems; Lyric poetry as revived
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